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STOP PRESS : His Holiness DALI LAMA to visit the Spiti Valley in July 2009 
 

TRUSTEES VISIT TO SPITI IN 2008 
 

MUD BRICKS 
 

Mud Brick Seminars - Kaza 
A third mud brick seminar was held this year, this time in the main town of Kaza.  Ayyappan joined 
us from the Auroville Earth Institute and gave an excellent Powerpoint presentation to the new 
Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) for the Spiti valley and other government officials 
It was agreed that Jeet Singh is now very capable of giving future seminars in the outlying villages 
in the valley. 
 

The result of the seminar was the immediate approval 
by the ADC of mud bricks for use in all school 
buildings, and the cancellation of the use of cement 
bricks in these buildings.  There is a major school 
buildings expansion plan (1-3 new rooms per school in 
the valley) with money already allocated.  This was an 
excellent result. Jeet Singh & NamNang and Dorje, the 
owners of the 2 mud brick machines, have been 
commissioned to carry out the necessary production of 
mud bricks.  They will work closely with the 
Government Inspector who is in charge of managing 
the project. 
 

The two owners of the mud brick machines paid their first of ten installments of the full cost of the 
machines.  This money went immediately into supporting other projects. 
A visit was made to Tabo to view the school building, completed last autumn.  It was made from 
mud bricks and was being built whilst we were there last year.  Both the owner and the 
construction supervisor were happy with how it had weathered its first winter.  The building looked 
good and well finished. 
 

                        
 

Future plans are to continue supporting the Mud Brick project by additional seminars - focusing on 
informing local government officials and the outlying villages about this construction material and 
the building techniques. 



LOCAL SPITI PROJECTS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
A local management committee has been set up to channel ideas for future projects and to ensure 
continued work and local, ongoing supervision of projects. Key people from all aspects of Spiti 
Valley life have joined this committee.  It may take some time for this local committee to become 
effective but we feel this is the right way forward for the future. 
 
THE SCHOOL IN MANE VILLAGE 
 
Joan visited the school in August and a spring-clean was carried out by the villagers.  During the 
summer holiday the school was re-decorated by the pupils, funded by Spiti Projects. 
The influence of the new Principal has been positive, and the library is now open to both pupils and 
Mane villagers, with additional books in Hindi, donated by Natalie Pike, and Tibetan books funded 
by Spiti Projects.   
 

      
 
 

     
 
The Government have agreed to prepare the site for the dormitory and we hope to start 
construction using locally manufactured Mud Bricks early next year. The dormitory plans are being 
drawn up by our architect, Suneetha Kacker. 
In order to clear the land for the dormitory, we plan to re locate a derelict clinic building to a site in 
the centre of Mane village on land donated by a villager. Ayyappan our mud brick expert from 
south India has drawn up the plans and building will start in the spring. 
 
THE PUBLIC WELFARE SOCIETY OF KAZA 
We are supporting this organisation by providing funds for their waste management project in Kaza.  Spiti Projects 
has given a donation to purchase bins for recyclable waste material to encourage the local people to be 
environmentally aware.  This is especially important during the summer months when many tourists visit the valley. 

S p o n s o r  a  C h i l d  
Sponsoring a child is one of the most 
worthwhile things that can be done for Spiti 
children of deprived families who make 
their living on subsistence farming and 
survive on a pittance.  Spiti Projects has 
set up a child-sponsoring scheme whereby 
the sponsor donates an annual sum of 
£120 per year, via direct debit, to pay for 
school fees, books and transport. 
We ask for a commitment from the 
sponsor throughout the childôs education 
The Sponsorship Form can be accessed 
from the website, or mailed on request. 



THE HOSPITAL IN KAZA 
Dr Laji Varghese, the senior surgeon at the Lady Willingdon Hospital in Manali, has retired from 
this position and taken up work in the rural areas of Himachel Pradesh. Drs Laji and his wife Sheila 
now work for six months of the year in the Kaza hospital. They continue to do magnificent work for 
the people of the valley. 
 

     
 
A small nursery for pre-school 
children has been set up in the 
hospital grounds and managed 
by two teachers; this is much 
needed in Kaza.   
Children attend from the age of 
3 years onwards, from 11am to 
2pm, and learn basic hygiene as 
well as reading and writing. 
 
 
CRAFT CENTRE 

 
The Craft Centre is on the main road in Lari 
village and is being well looked after by Tenzin, 
our caretaker. It is stocked by the local women 
who sell their unique style of hand woven 
shawls and knitted garments from the wool of 
their own sheep.  
We hope with the Dali Lamaôs visit next year 
that business will be thriving. 

 
 
PROJECTS 

¶ To continue to support the Mud Brick project with additional seminars and technical help at a 
cost of £400 per year. 

¶ All future projects to be selected and locally managed by the Local Spiti Projects Management 
Committee. 

¶ To build a science block at Mane village school to comply with Government regulations, with 
dormitory, kitchen and bathrooms on the upper floor, so that children from other villages can be 
educated. Total Cost £25,000 

¶ To continue to support Sonam Dolma through her college education. 

¶ To continue to support the Craft Centre. 

¶ To support the Public Welfare Society of Kaza by £500 per year. 

¶ To support the conservation of Lhalung Temple.  We have applied to the Getty Foundation for a grant. 
 

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to Mr Yasin M Zargar, 
Managing Director of INDUS TOURS & TRAVELS LTD, 
www.industours.co.uk for his generous support of Spiti Projects.  

indus 
 

http://www.industours.co.uk/


O U R T O T AL  F U N D R AI S I N G T AR G E T  FO R 2 0 09  I S  £3 5 , 00 0  
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 

  
 

is pleased  to present a talk by  

Michael Wood  

 

òThe Search for Shangri-Laó 

A Journey through Tibet  

to Mt Kailash and Tsaparang  
 

To be held at  
 

The Royal Geographical Society  

1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR.  

 
On Wednesday 22nd  April  2009 

 

Starting at 7 pm prompt. (Access to The Society Building from 6 pm)  
 

Tickets  £15.00 Available from:  
Rivergate, Southlea Road, Datchet, Berks, SL3 9BY  

(Please  address your cheque to ôSpiti Projectsõ and enclose an SAE) 

Telephone: 01753 583123  

www.spiti.org . 

 
Sponsored by:  

 
 

 
 

Founder: Joan Pollock 
Chair: Janet Lancaster 

Trustees: Joan Pollock, Allen Molesworth, Jean Rivington, Tony Swinnerton 

Spi t i  Projects Char i ty,  Rivergate,  South lea Road, Datchet,  Berks SL3 9BY  
 

www.spiti.org 
Registered Charity No. 1105720 

 
 

We very much appreciate your continued generous support of the 
Spiti Projects and look forward to telling you about our future fund-raising events. 

 

 

Working to improve the quality of life of the people of the Spiti Valley 
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