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September 2002
Dear Friends

The purpose of my visit to Spiti this year was to get the school building in Mane
started. This has been largely funded by Pinewood School in Bourton Wiltshire who
gallantly raised almost £10,000 towards the building in the last year.  David Brown &
Partners in Hampton drew up a splendid architects plan at very short notice for us
which was extremely helpful.

On my arrival in Manali my first job was to present Laji with a SUMO SE jeep for the
hospital in Spiti. It was funded by the Daily Mirror and is registered in Kaza for use in
the Spiti Valley; this is to save the hospital having to pay the taxi levy when they do
village clinics.

At the Lady Willingdon Hospital Dr Sheila put little Tom in my arms and asked me to
take him to Spiti for Jeet and Samtan. This gorgeous baby was born illegitimately to a
young Tibetan girl and was up for adoption.  Because of the inheritance problem with
Jeet’s Uncle, Jeet and Samtan were unable to take him. However, Dolma, Jeet’s sister
has agreed to adopt Tom so now he is well installed in Jeet’s house and has two
mothers, one father and no doubt endless aunts and uncles!!! Tom was born on 25
May 2002, he is a large lad so if you are thinking of sending anything, clothes for 6-
12 month old would be welcome.

In Lari I visited Palden and Tenzin, they are expecting
baby number 2 at the end of August, and maybe it has
arrived by now. They were all in good health and little
Paldon is a very bright and delightful 5 year old. Also in Lari I visited Lata and her
family. The Spiti Project is funding her to do an MA at Simla University in the hope
that she will return to Spiti as a teacher in a couple of years.



The craft centre is very quiet this year as there is not a tourist to be seen anywhere – a
delightful change but not well for local business.

I met Jeet in Chandigarh and with the new jeep we went to the steel yard to buy rods
and girders and all sorts of things for the school. Then we went on to the wood yard
and bought windows, doors, floors and so on. This was all delivered by truck to Mane
village in 3 days, a most impressive service I thought.  However, after that the
monsoon came and we were stuck all work came to a standstill. The barley crop was
flattened and the roads went down – all a bit of a nightmare.

We had a very generous donation for the pump installation for drinking water in Mane
Village, but it too has also had its problems, nothing is easy in this part of the world.
Thanks to Natalie Pyke who has done a sterling job in sending Ladybird books to
Delhi for the new school. I took a thousand books to Mane for the library. When it is
completed will be a wonderful start.

The work goes on and we still need more money to complete and furnish the school.

ON WEDNESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2002 WE ARE HOLDING
A MUSICAL SOIREE

at The Bulgarian Embassy, 187 Queen’s Gate, London SW7
Champagne Reception, Buffet Supper and Wine, Auction.
Tickets £50.00 per person                                   Black Tie

In aid of raising a further £20,000 for the completion of the school

PROJECTS FOR WHICH MONEY IS NEEDED

1. Materials and labour for the construction of the village primary school in
Mane Village.

2. Eye equipment for village clinics.
3. Dental equipment for village clinics.
4. Each village clinic run by doctors in Spiti costs with expenses £300 per visit.

Between 150 - 200 patients are seen. This is done when weather permits,
mostly in the summer when the roads are open. They try to cover 10 villages
in a month and those who need surgery or other treatment then come to Kaza
where the hospital is situated.

5. Operating light for the theatre in Kaza hospital. (£500)
6. Training young people in Primary Health care.  A 3 month course with board

and lodging cost £50 per person.
7. Spinning wheels are needed for the Craft Centre. Cost £200 each.

    Look forward to seeing you on
    November 13th – hopefully.

    With all good wishes

    Joan Pollock


